
 

SIOP  
Component 2: 

 Building Background 
 



         Building Background 
(BB) 
 
 

7. Explicitly link concepts to students’ 
backgrounds and experiences (“Have you   ever…?) 
8. Explicitly link past learning and new concepts. (Do 

you remember when we....?) 
9. Emphasize key vocabulary (e.g., 
introduce, write, repeat, and highlight) for 
students. 

Question Stems to elicit and share background experiences Classroom 
charts and posters to link prior learning to new learning Advance Organizers 
Videos, DVDs, stories, articles, books, pictures, or photographs Insert 
Method, Anticipation Guides 
Concept/Question Board, Concept definition maps 
Word sorts, Vocabulary flip books, Word generation activities 
Vocabulary Self-Collection Strategy (VSS), Personal dictionaries, Cloze activities 
Mnemonic strategies, Interactive word walls, Labeling 
Word knowledge self-assessment, Word banks, Cognate study 
KWL 
 
 
 
 
Websites and Examples  
Variety of strategies to use with ELL 

 
References to Good Reading Strategies (Slideshare) 
 
 
ABC Brainstorm Templates 
http://www.readingquest.org/pdf/abc.pdf 

   ABC Brainstorm Example 
   ABC Brainstorm Template (TPT) 
youtube on ABC Brainstorm demonstration  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9Q-ApyNNNs 
 

 
http://www.studenthandouts.com/3web/abcbrainstorm
ing.pdf 

 
Webquests 
 
Realia, photos and Illustrations 
Virtual Realia 
 
Story Impressions 
Story Impression  
How to Use Story Impression 
 
Concept Definition 

 Concept Definition Video 
 
 

https://fall13azusa.wikispaces.com/KWL+Chart
http://www.fluentu.com/english/educator/blog/
http://www.slideshare.net/nephywap/reading-strategies-16421049
http://www.readingquest.org/pdf/abc.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bxh1qfsvTmzpRDE3a2JHUUFsWk0
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/ABC-Brainstorming-159115
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9Q-ApyNNNs
http://www.studenthandouts.com/3web/abcbrainstorming.pdf
http://www.studenthandouts.com/3web/abcbrainstorming.pdf
http://zunal.com/index.php
http://busyteacher.org/15445-how-to-use-virtual-realia-esl-class-10-examples.html
http://novelinks.org/uploads/Novels/TheAgeOfInnocence/Story%20Impressions.pdf
http://storyimpressions.blogspot.com/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/sites/default/files/Concept-Definition.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpksPjx-3-o


Anticipation Guides 
Brain Pop Anticipation Guide Template  
PDF Template 
https://cdn-educators.brainpop.com/wp-content/uplo
ads/2013/10/Anticipation-Guide.pdf 
 
Visual Anticipation Guide Template 
Anticipation Guide Lesson Plan Example 
 
Carousel Brainstorming 
What is it? 
 
Exclusive Brainstorming 
Lesson Plan Example 

 
Backwards Book Walk 
See it in Action! 
Backwards Book Walk Activity 
 
Predicting/Predict-O-Gram 
Lesson and Template for Predict-O-Gram 
Information about Predict-O-Grams 
Prediction Template 
 
Questioning 
Thin vs. Thick Questions Anchor Chart (TPT)can you 
find an explanation of this and/or pull just the PDF so 
teachers can have the template without the download 
step?  Not sure if this would be in violation of TPT 
policy though 
Using Thick vs. Thin Questions 
Video on Thick vs. Thin Questions 
Robot, Detective, Judge and Inventor Questions 
(TPT) 
Questioning Blog (References Robot, Detective, 
Judge, and Inventor Questions) 
 
Cognates 
Identifying Cognates 
TPT Spanish/English Cognate Alphabet Poster 
 
Word Sorts 
TPT Vocabulary Sort for ELLs cost to this one 
 

https://educators.brainpop.com/printable/anticipation-guide/
https://cdn-educators.brainpop.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Anticipation-Guide.pdf
https://cdn-educators.brainpop.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Anticipation-Guide.pdf
https://drive.google.com/a/northvilleschools.org/file/d/0B6aKwO-BYROOWHFYU3FSdDVpLTA/edit
http://www.fcps.edu/RockyRunMS/techbinder/Binder%20Materials%20Original/Reading/Strategies/anticipation%20guide.pdf
https://fall13azusa.wikispaces.com/Carousel+Brainstorming
http://www.fcps.edu/RockyRunMS/techbinder/Binder%20Materials%20Original/Reading/Strategies/exclusion%20brainstorming.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbdZAExusEo
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Backwards-Book-Walk-Activity-2339340
http://katina-summer2015.weebly.com/uploads/5/4/0/7/54076857/predict-o-gram.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/classroom-solutions/2010/11/using-context-clues-create-independent-readers
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Prediction-Pail-485624
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Thick-and-Thin-Questions-Mini-Achor-Chart-980391
http://reading.ecb.org/teacher/pdfs/lessons/qu_lp_ThickandThinQuestions.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3RIs9BUZDc
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Blooms-Taxonomy-Questions-Activities-Robot-Detective-Judge-and-Inventor-1617034
http://www.elementaryamc.com/2014/03/throwdown-thursday-questioning-and.html
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/using-cognates-develop-comprehension-english
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Dual-Language-Spanish-English-cognate-alphabet-poster-1074366
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Sorts-for-English-Language-Learners-2159806


Vocabulary Cards: 
TPT School Survival Cards 
Vocabulary Cards Template 
Vocabulary Sketches 
 
Four Corners Vocabulary 
What is it? 
Four Corners Vocabulary Template 1 
Four Corners Vocabulary Template 2 
 
Word Splash 

  What does a word splash lesson look like?  Is this a 
good explaination:word splash explanation or How to 
use word Splash 

Word Splash/Wordle 
 
Vocabulary Games 
ESL Taboo Game 
How to play Vocabulary Taboo (Video) 
11 Vocabulary Games Article 
10 ESL Vocabulary Games Article 
Online Vocabulary Games (PBS Kids) 
Online Vocabulary Games 
Verbal & Verbal-Visual Word Associations 
 
Vocabulary Worksheets 
Vocabulary Development Worksheets 
Four Square Vocabulary 
Daily Activities 
 
Personal Dictionary 
Template for math 
 
Cognitive Content Dictionary 
Cognitive Content Dictionary template 
 
Open Mind Diagram 
Open Mind Template   
Student Example 
 
Mapping/Webbing/Clustering 
Story Map 
Vocabulary Word Clusters Template 
Story Web 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/School-Survival-Cards-for-English-Learners-1291336
http://freeology.com/wp-content/files/vocabcards.pdf
http://freeology.com/wp-content/files/vocabsketches.pdf
http://spedellreadingstrategies.weebly.com/four-corner-vocabulary-chart.html
http://www.ellsense.com/uploads/2/1/2/1/21212296/vocabulary_analysis_squares_.pdf
https://docs.google.com/a/northvilleschools.org/file/d/0B2JpUPwlJEK4ZmMzZDdkNmEtNjAwNS00YWI1LWFiYmEtZWVhMjE1MWU5ZTJm/edit?hl=en&pli=1
http://www.coloradocast.org/userfiles/wordsplash%20variables.pdf
http://www.teachhub.com/classroom-games-how-use-word-splash
http://www.teachhub.com/classroom-games-how-use-word-splash
http://wordle.net/
http://eslgames.com/esl+taboo/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sq5h0ZsoRQU
http://www.weareteachers.com/blogs/post/2015/01/15/11-vocab-review-games-to-make-the-learning-stick
http://www.fluentu.com/english/educator/blog/esl-tefl-ell-vocabulary-games/
http://pbskids.org/games/vocabulary/
https://www.gamestolearnenglish.com/
https://fall13azusa.wikispaces.com/Verbal-+Visual+Word+Association
http://www.studenthandouts.com/english/vocabulary-development/
http://www.studenthandouts.com/english/vocabulary-development/
http://www.allthingstopics.com/daily-activities.html
https://docs.google.com/a/northvilleschools.org/file/d/0B-HX-KjpULuRMzM2NjZkOWItNmIxNi00OWI1LWIzMWMtOTcwZTgxNjgyYjFi/edit?hl=en_US
http://www.laugheatlearn.com/2015/10/building-vocabulary-through-ccd.html
http://freeology.com/wp-content/files/openmind.pdf
http://www.mrjeffrey.com/Reading%20Responses/Reading%20Response-Open%20Mind%20Daigram-Example.jpg
http://freeology.com/wp-content/files/storymap.pdf
http://freeology.com/wp-content/files/vocabularycluster.pdf
http://freeology.com/wp-content/files/storyweb.pdf


 
Vocabulary Self-Selection 
What is it? 
Cognitive Dictionary  +  Classroom Example 
 
Word Study Books 
Words Their Way Program  
 
Mystery Words 
Context Clues: Word Mystery  
 
List-Group-Label 
More information about List-Group-Label 
Information about List-Group-Label 
Sample List-Group-Label (Social Studies) 
About List-Group-Label and Template 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Resources compiled by Northville Public Schools faculty: 
Ricardo Rojas ELL coordinator 
Laura Berry Hillside Middle School ELA and Social Studies 
Beth Hutton, Hillside Middle School, Special Education Teacher 
Amy Baditoi, Northville High School, Language and Literature Teacher 
Christine Kangas, Northville High School, Special Education Teacher/ELA 
Joanne Jackson, Northville High School, Special Education Teacher/ELA 
Erica Beitz, Thornton Creek Elementary School, 3rd Grade Teacher 
Nurit Oren, ELL Teacher K-5 
Megan Ewers, ELL Teacher 9-12 
 
 
 

https://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/VocabularySelf-SelectionStrategy.html
http://freeology.com/wp-content/files/cognitivedictionary.pdf
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/49/81/be/4981be09f4b246f6ef5d1acadfceb07c.jpg
http://www.elltoolbox.com/words-their-way.html#.V2l5S_krLIU
http://www.education.com/worksheet/article/context-clues-word-mystery-third/
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/list_group_label
http://teachermrshart.weebly.com/list-group-label.html
http://cte.jhu.edu/globetech/lsupplements/List%20Group%20Label%20-%20HTML/samplelistgrouplabel.htm
http://www.wirticenter.com/strategiesbank/documents/Language%20K-5/L.VAU%20List-Group-Label.pdf

