
 

SIOP  
Component 3: 

 Comprehensible Input 
 



         ​Comprehensible 
Input (CI) 
 
 

10. Use ​speech ​appropriate for 
students’ proficiency level (e.g., slower rate, 
enunciation, and simple sentence structure 
for beginners). 
11. Explain academic tasks ​clearly. 

 

12. Use a ​variety of techniques ​to make 
content concepts clear (e.g., modeling,​ ​visuals, 
hands-on activities, demonstrations, gestures, 
body language). 

Preview lesson topic; provide multiple exposures to key details   
● Article on Creating Lesson Plans and Unit Plans with 

Samples 
● 8 Keys to Bringing Comprehensible Input into your ESL 

Classroom 
● Comprehensible Input Explanation 

 
Provide both oral and written directions for tasks  

● How to Adapt your Teaching Strategies to Student Needs 
● Giving and Checking Instructions 
● Comprehensible Input and Output 

 
Step by step explanation and modeling of tasks 
Article about Modeling 
 
https://goalbookapp.com/t 
oolkit/strategy/teacher-modeling-academic-task​ ​Need a log in? 
 
Display a finished product as an example 

● Displaying Student Work 
 

Multimedia resources (music, overhead transparencies, PowerPoint presentations,​ ​Web 
sites, videos/DVDs, etc.) 

● http://www.slideshare.net/fareedurrahman/multimedia-technologies-introduction 
● http://www.alabamapepe.com/profdevmodule/selusing/selusing_b.htm 

 
Graphic organizers specific to the task 

● Graphic Organizer Templates 
 
Allow students to express understanding via alternative forms 

● 21 Ways to Check for Student Understanding 
● Assess students’ comprehension often  ​(“Tell 

your partner what to do.”, “Thumbs up if you 
can repeat the directions”, ​ etc.) 

 
Websites and Examples  
Using authentic materials in English Language Teaching (ELT) to engage, 
inspire and motivate your learners. 
Adapted Dictogloss explanation and lesson plan 
Adapted Reading approach 
Bookmark Technique 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109051/chapters/Lesson-Plans-and-Unit-Plans@-The-Basis-for-Instruction.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109051/chapters/Lesson-Plans-and-Unit-Plans@-The-Basis-for-Instruction.aspx
http://www.fluentu.com/english/educator/blog/comprehensible-input/
http://www.fluentu.com/english/educator/blog/comprehensible-input/
http://eldstrategies.com/comprehensibleinput.html
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/how-adapt-your-teaching-strategies-student-needs
http://www.eslbase.com/teaching/giving-checking-instructions
http://www.everythingesl.net/inservices/comprehensible_input_output_70140.php
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4697
https://goalbookapp.com/toolkit/strategy/teacher-modeling-academic-task
https://goalbookapp.com/toolkit/strategy/teacher-modeling-academic-task
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/displaying-student-work/
http://www.slideshare.net/fareedurrahman/multimedia-technologies-introduction
http://www.alabamapepe.com/profdevmodule/selusing/selusing_b.htm
http://www.inspiration.com/visual-learning/graphic-organizers
http://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/features/21-ways-to-check-for-student-understanding/
http://jenmcalinden.blogspot.com/2014/12/dictogloss-technique.html
http://www.sess.ie/sites/all/modules/wysiwyg/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/files/Resources/science/5/5.4_Helping_Students_with_Reading.pdf
https://utahreading.org/index.php?page=bookmark-technique-a-teaching-essential


Bookmark technique video 
Fishbowl explanation 
Fishbowl history focus 
Fishbowl AKA Socratic seminar video 
framed outline 
guided listening article 

 
Homographs & Homophones  

●  ​Homograph, Homophone, and Homonym Practice 
● Homonym, Homophone, Homograph Chart 
● Why Homophones are Important​  +  ​More Practice 

 
Synonyms ​- 

● Lesson plan for using word webs to teach synonyms​ (grades 4-8) 
● Synonym Word Web Example 
● Synonym Worksheets 

 
Idioms ​-  

● Idiom Word Lists, Worksheets, and Activities 
● List of Most Commonly Used Idioms 
● Teaching Idioms 

 
Visualizing Comprehension Strategy  

● What is Visualizing? 
● How to Teach Visualizing (Brain Movies) 

 
Information Gap Activities  

● What are information gap activities? 
● More about Information Gap Activities   

 
Mnemonic Devices  

● Mnemonic Strategies for Different Content Areas 
● Mnemonic Device Creator Online​ (students can use to create their own mnemonic 

device) 
 
Interactive Reading  

●  ​Interactive Reading Guide Article and Strategie​s 
 
Total Physical Response (TPR)  

● Article on how to use TPR in the classroom 
● TPR Intro Slideshow 

 
Vocabulary Cards:  Vocabulary Squares, Vocabulary Frames 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/simple-reading-strategy
http://www.slideshare.net/tuerkmartin43/fishbowl-discussion-38801421
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/fishbowl
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/bring-socratic-seminars-to-the-classroom
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/hiat/tech_quick_guides/guided_notes.pdf
http://www.slideshare.net/guest62365fc/guided-listening
http://englishforeveryone.org/PDFs/Homonyms,%20Homographs,%20Homophones.pdf
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/8c/59/68/8c596836194ed15bbc4a7a452acc1307.jpg
http://www.k12reader.com/term/homophones/
http://www.k12reader.com/subject/vocabulary/homophone-worksheets/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/using-word-webs-teach-282.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson282/WordWebs.pdf
https://www.havefunteaching.com/worksheets/english-worksheets/synonym-worksheets/
https://freelanguagestuff.com/idioms/
http://www.smart-words.org/quotes-sayings/english-idioms-commonly-used.pdf
http://www.fluentu.com/english/educator/blog/teach-english-idioms/
https://www.teachervision.com/reading-comprehension/skill-builder/48791.html?for_printing=1
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/brain-movies-visualize-reading-comprehension-donna-wilson
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/info%20gap%20activities.html
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/background_june_final.pdf
http://www.ict4us.com/mnemonics/
http://human-factors.arc.nasa.gov/cognition/tutorials/mnemonics/
https://englishteacherstoolbox.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/interactive-reading-guide.pdf
https://englishteacherstoolbox.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/interactive-reading-guide.pdf
http://www.onestopenglish.com/methodology/methodology/teaching-approaches/teaching-approaches-total-physical-response/146503.article
http://www.slideshare.net/asmarany3/total-response


http://learningtasks.weebly.com/vocabulary-strategies.html 
15 vocab strategies in 15 minutes 
 
Reformulation/Recast:  Echoing:  Correcting learners’ spoken errors when the teacher repeats 
what the child says but correctly ​Error Correction: When, Where, and How (With Video) 
 

Think Aloud:  Eavesdropping on someone’s thinking, modeling for students how skilled readers 
construct meaning from a text.  ​Using Think Alouds to Improve Reading Comprehension 
 
Visual Literacy:  Using Images to Increase Comprehension, Support Reading and Help Make 
Meaning. ​10 Visual Literacy Strategies 
 
Two-way information encouraging equal participation from ALL students with the hope of 
increasing talk time, increasing student motivation, and increase authentic communication 
Information Gap Explanation & Examples 
Information Gap Examples 
Information Gap Activities 
 
 
 

 
 
Resources compiled by Northville Public Schools faculty: 
Ricardo Rojas ELL coordinator 
Laura Berry Hillside Middle School ELA and Social Studies 
Beth Hutton, Hillside Middle School, Special Education Teacher 
Amy Baditoi, Northville High School, Language and Literature Teacher 
Christine Kangas, Northville High School, Special Education Teacher/ELA 
Joanne Jackson, Northville High School, Special Education Teacher/ELA 
Erica Beitz, Thornton Creek Elementary School, 3rd Grade Teacher 
Nurit Oren, ELL Teacher K-5 
Megan Ewers, ELL Teacher 9-12 
 
 
 

http://learningtasks.weebly.com/vocabulary-strategies.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/error%20correction.html
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/using-think-alouds-improve-reading-comprehension
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/ccia-10-visual-literacy-strategies-todd-finley
http://rzaban.razaviedu.ir/files/posts/4862.pdf
http://bogglesworldesl.com/information_gap.htm
http://esl.yourdictionary.com/esl/esl-lessons-and-materials/fun-information-gap-activities-for-esl-learners.html

